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This invention relates to devices generally
nown as planchettes, through which answers to
questions put by the users are derived.

“The most common type of planchette comprises
g finger board upon which the fingers of the users
are rested, the board being supported upon cast-

-4ers or other supporting means enabling it to
move readily over a surface equipped with indicia,
such as letters, numbers and the like, the finger

board being provided with a pointer by which the 19

chafacters on the surface are selected to form the
answers to the questions. ]
The purpose of my present invention is to pro~
" vide a device for a similar purpose which will
embody in one article the finger board, the char--
acter bearing surface and the indicator. The
device is, therefore, simpler and more compact
than the two part device heretofore employed.
Another object of my invention is to provide a

planchette in which the characters from which 2¢

selections are made in the use of the device are
concealed from the view of the-users, thereby
precluding voluntary manipulation of the device
so as to cause the selection of any particular

. character.

Another object of my invention is to provide &
planchette which is adapted to have the charac-
ters carried thereby formed in Braille, thereby
enabling the device to be used by the blind.

Another purpose is to provide a device which
will be simple in construetion, economical to man-
ufacture, easy to operate and one which will be
durable in use. ' o

Other objects and many of the inherent advan-
tages of the device will be readily appreciated as
the same becomes better understood by reference
to the following description when considered in
connection with the accompanying drawing. -

On the drawing, o

Fig. 1 is a plan view of a planchette embodying .
my invention; )

Fig. 2 is & sectional view through the frame .

. structure on the line 2-=2 of Fig. 1, the spherical
member. being in elevation; - .
Fig. 3 illustrates the arrangement of the char-
acters on the spherical member; _
Fig. 4 is an enlarged fragment of a spherical
member equipped with Braille characters; and
. Fig. 5 is an enlarged fragmentary sectional
view through one of the characters taken on the
line 5—8 of Fig. 4. -
Referring to the drawing more in detail, refer-
ence character § indicates generslly a platform
which serves as & finger board upon which the
- fingers of the users are lightly rested. This plat-

[543

15

_able anti-friction means.

(C1, 273—161) -

form is preferably ‘circular in form and is pro-
vided with a centrally disposed opening 7 of
slightly smaller diameter than a spherical mem-
ber 8 which is positioned in and extends through

_the opening. The relative diameters of the ball

and the circular opening are such that the ball
projects downwardly through the opening so that
it contacts with and rests upon a supporting sur-
face 8, which ordinarily is a smooth topped table. -
When thé platform is lifted, however, it lifts the
pall with it. This ball may be made of any suit-

- gble material, such as plastic, rubber, wood, or the

like, but I have found that the best results are
secured when the ball is made of wood. -

The platform is supported upon three legs it
To facilitate sliding movements of the piatform.
over the surface 8 which result in rotary move-
ments of the ball, the bottom of each leg is prefer-
ably provided with a slide caster 12 or other suit-
An upstanding rim or
flange 13 on the platform surrounding the open-
ing 7 serves to retain in position a removable
cover or enclosure {4, which is dome-shaped and
seats within the flange 13, as illustrated in Fig. 2.
This dome substantially conceals the ball from
view, except at the top, where the dome is pro-
vided with 2 sight cpening 18 through which that
portion of the ball disposed beneath the opening
may be observed or felt. For ventilation pur-
poses the dome is provided with a plurality of
openings. {6 of any preferred shape, but of such.
restricted size that the characters on the ball

~cannot be readily seen through them.

" The ball is provided on its surface with char-

5 acters or indicia consisting of letters, figures and

words which may be varied in character and ar-
rangement. Preferably, however, they are ar-
ranged as llustrated in Fig. 3, wherein the char- -
acters are shown disposed upon a flat surface in-
stead of upon the surface of a sphere, as in
Fig. 2. : :
The characters may be printed or stamped on.
or impressed in the surface of the spherical mem-

ber, and to adapt the device for use by the blind
43 the characters may be applied in Braille. In

Pigs. 4 and 5 I have illustrated the application
of the Braille characters to the sphere. For each
character the surface of the sphere is formed
with a slight depression, as indicated at 16, which

50 terminates along one edge in an abrupt vertical

shotilder i1 forming the base line for the char-
acter.

The character itself, which consists of -
- & plurality of dots 18 formed in relief upon &
flat surface of the depression 16, is disposed in -

85 standard relation to the shoulder {1 which forms
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the base line for the character. When the Braille
system of characters is applied to the ball, these
characters are felt through the opening (5§ in the
" dome by the fingers of the ‘users, instead of being
visually observed as would ordinarily be done.
When the device is to be used it is placed upon
& smooth surface, such as a table top, and the
users (usually two in number) rest their fingers
of both hands lightly upon the upper surface of
the platform 6. Sliding movement of the plat-
form upon the supporting surface under suitable
stimulus will impart a rotational movement to
the ball by reason of its frictional contact with
the underlying surface, thereby bringing different
characters into registration with the opening 18§.
Since the movement is stopped when the req-
uisite character becomes aligned with the open-

10

ing {8, this cessation affords an opportunity for -

the Braille reader to determine by touch through
the opening 1§ the character which has been
presented, Otherwise, visual observation of the
presented character attains the same result.

It should be apparent from the foregoing that

20

I have provided a planchette in which the char- -

acter bearing member and the ‘movable platform :

are embodied in one unitary structure. The con-
cealment of the characters.on the spherical mem-
ber by the dome precludes any conscious manipu-
lation by the users which might be occasioned
by the ability to observe the approaching charac-
ters. Consequently, the disclosures made by the
device become more interesting. - :

The structural details may be varied within
considerable limits without departing .from the
spirit of the invention ag defined in the follow-
- ing claims. :

I claim: :

1. A planchette, comprising a platform hay-
ing a central opening, a plurality of legs slidably
supporting said platform, a ball loosely disposed
In said opening so as to rest upon the flat sur-

face on which said. legs are disposed, the surface -

of said ball being provided with characters, and
& dome carried by said platform and enclosing
the upper portion of said ball, said dome being
brovided with a sight opening through which the
characters on said ball may be observed.

30

into registration' therewith upon movement of
the planchette over said surface.

3. A planchette, comprising a platform provid-
ing a flat circular finger board provided with a
round central opening, a plurality of legs slid-
ably supporting said blatform, a ball of larger
diameter than said opening projecting down-
wardly through the opening a distance slightly
greater than the length of the supporting legs,
and means for concealing the portion of the ball
projecting above the blatform, said concealing
means being provided with an opening through
which characters carried by said ball may be
recognized. . :

4. A planchette, comprising a circular plat-
form, a plurality of legs supporting the same, said
platform being provided with a central opening,
a spherical member provided on its periphery with
characters, said member being of greater diameter
than the opening in the platform and extend-
ing downwardly through said opening, and a cover
enclosing the upper portion of said ball and pro-
vided with an opening through which the ball
characters may be apprehended. - C

5. A planchette, comprising a finger board pro-
vided with an opening, legs supporting said finger
board, a ball provided on its surface with char-
acters disposed in said opening and adapted to
be supported on the surface upon which said legs
rest, whereby a sliding movement of said finger
board is converted into a rotary movement of

“said ball, and means for substantially conceal-

35

ing the major portion of said ball while exposing
a limited portion thereof for observation.

6. A planchette, comprising a ball provided
on its surface with characters, a finger board pro-

‘vided with an opening through which said ball

40

43

2. A planchette, comprising a platform pro- ..
-vided with a central opening, means for support- -

ing said béard in horizontal position & predeter-
mined distance above a supporting surface, a
. SPherical member:of greater diameter than said
opening extending downwardly through the
obening sufficiently to contact and be:supported
by said surface, said spherical member being pro-

50

vided on its surface with characters, and an en- -
closing means ‘surrounding the upper portion of -

the spherical member, said enclosing means be-
ing provided with an opening through which said_

characters may be recognized as they are brought 60

projects and with supporting legs, and means
for enclosing said ball, said means being pro-
vided with an opening through which the char-
acters on the ball may be apprehended. .

7. A planchette, comprising a spherical mem-
ber provided on its surface with depressions, char-
acters formed in relief upon the bottoms of sald
depressions, a finger board provided with an
opening in which said ball is located, said finger
board being slidably supported upon supporting
legs, and means for concealing all but s limited
portion of the area of said ball. )

8. A planchette, comprising a ball provided
on-its surface with Braille characters, a finger
board provided with an opening in which said

ball is located, said finger board being slidably
. Supported so that sliding movement thereof is

converted into rotary movement of the ball, ang
means carried by the finger board for conceal-
Ing said ball, said means being provided with an
opening through which the characters on.the ball
may be apprehended. . o
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