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This invention relates to a psychic appliance or game
apparatus for revealing mediumistic messages, and it is
one object of this invention to provide such an apparatus.

It is another object of this invention to provide a medi-
umistic message apparatus which employs novel means
for sequentially identifying and distinguishing the portions
of the message.

It is an additional object of this invention to provide
an improved mediumistic message apparatus that employs
novel lighting characteristics in the disclosure of mes-
sages.

Other cobjects will be seen and a fuller understanding of
the invention will be had by referring to the following
description. and claims taken in conjunction with the ac-
companying drawing.

In accordance with this invention, the mediumistic
message-revealing apparatus comprises a stationary first
member or table which has a horizontally disposed panel
element providing a substantially planar top surface. Dis-
posed inwardly toward the center of this panel element
is an aperture or portion of restricted size which is sub-
stantially more transmissive of visible light than the sur-
rounding portions of the panel.

A light source is positioned below the panel element
so that visible light rays from this light source may pass
upwardly through the light-transmissive interiorly dis-
posed panel aperture.

A second member or planchette is movable over the
planar top surface of the first member panel element.
This planchette has light-transmissive properties and it is
provided with indicia whereby when it is positioned over
the light-transmissive interiorly disposed aperture of the
first member panel element, an indicia-bearing portion
of the planchette will be visibly and distinguishably illu-
minated.

With reference to the drawing:

FIGURE 1 is a top plan view of an apparatus con-
structed in accordance with this invention showing the
planchette positioned to one side of the central light-trans-
missive portion of the table;

FIG. 2 is a sectional elevation view of the apparatus
illustrated in FIG. 1, but showing the planchette posi-
tioned over the light-transmissive portion of the table; and

FIG. 3 is a perspective view of the apparatus showing
the manner in which the indicia on the planchette may
be visibly and distinguishably illuminated.

With further reference to the drawing, the mediumistic
message-revealing apparatus 1§ comprises a stationary
first member or table 12 and a relatively movable second
member or planchette 14. The table 12 has a top panel
16 and four side panels 17, 18, 19 and 20, which are at-
tached to the top panel 16 and extend downwardly there-
from to form a hollow rectangular base for the top panel
16. It is preferred that the top panel 16 as well as the
side panels 17 through 26 be made of an opaque mate-
rial such as wood, although, if desired for a particular
luminous effect, these panels may be made of a slightly
translucent material.

The top panel 16 is provided with a light-transmissive
aperture 22, preferably at its center, and this aperture
may be in the form of a simple open hole of restricted
size, although it is preferred that the aperture be in the
form of a light-transmissive lens disposed within a cen-
tral hole 24 in the panel. It will be apparent, however,
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that there are various ways in which the central portion
of the panel may be rendered more transmissive of visible
light than the surrounding portions of the panel without
actually boring a hole in the panel or inserting a sepa-
rate lens. For example, the entire top panel 16 may be
constructed of a transparent material which is coated
to render all but the central portion thereof, correspond-
ing to the aperture 22, substantially opaque or at least
less transmissive of light. Thus, as used herein, the term
“aperture” is not intended to be restricted to a hole but
is intended to define a restricted area in the panel 16
which is more transmissive of light than the surrounding
portions of the panel.

Mounted below the panel 16 within the area of the
hollow base, as defined by the downwardly extending side
panels 17 through 20, is a light source 26. This light
source is preferably mounted directly below the aperture
22 so that light from the source may pass upwardly
through this aperture, although, if desired, the light source
may be positioned remote from the aperture and the light
directed into the aperture by suitable means, The light
source is preferably a standard 115-125 volt, 7 watt elec-
tric bulb with the usual socket, cord and plug for connec-
tion into an electrical outlet. For convenience purposes,
a suitable switch 28 may be provided in the line to
the light source.

The planchette 14 may appear in a number of shapes
and forms although it is preferred that this member be a
substantially flat plate or disk as illustrated with the
peripheral contour being a matter of choice. This plan-
chette is formed of a translucent material or otherwise
rendered partially transmissive of visible light rays, and it
is provided with suitable indicia 30, such as numerals,
letters, and words, as may be desired. If the planchette
itself is formed of a translucent material, the indicia 34
may, for example, be opaque or translucent, although ii
translucent, the indicia should have light-transmissive
properties which are distinguishably different from the
light-transmissive properties of the remainder of the plan-
chette. Another possible alternative is to render the
numerals on the planchette transparent or at least more
readily transmissive of the light rays than the remaining
portions of the planchette. In any event the light-trans-
missive properties of the planchette 14 and its indicic
3¢ should be such that, when the planchette is moved tc
a position over the light-transmissive lens 24 of the table
12, a discrete portion of the planchette will be visibly
and distinguishably illuminated in a manner to readily
reveal the indicia carried thereby.

In operation, the member 12 is placed upon a flat sur.
face such as a table top. The cord of the light source i
plugged into an electric outlet and the light source 2§ i
energized by turning on the switch 28. Visible light ray:
from the light source will thus be directed upwardly
through the lens 24. The planchette 14 is placed upor
the flat, horizontal surface of the top panel 16 of the
member 12, and to reveal the message, the operator o
operators move the planchette about the surface of the tog
panel 16 until the planchette comes to rest over the len:
24 and a discrete indicia-bearing portion of the planchetts
has been illuminated, thereby revealing the first letter
number or word of the message.

It may be seen that a novel psychic appliance or game
apparatus has been provided which utilizes, in a nove
manner, the light-transmissive and illuminative gqualitie:
of the members of the apparatus in order to visibly iden
tify and distinguish by illumination the various portion
of the message being revealed.

Although the present invention has been described wit!
some particularity, it is understood that the foregoing em
bodiments are illustrated and described only by way o
example and that this invention is not to be limited there
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+ as various modifications may be made without depart-
g from its true spirit and scope as claimed hereinafter.
What is claimed is:
1. An amusement device for revealing mediumistic
essages comprising in combination a stationary first
ember including a horizontally disposed panel element
wving a substantially planar top surface and having an
teriorly disposed portion of restricted size that is sub-
antially more transmissive of visible light than the sur-
unding portions of said panel element, a light source
isitioned below said panel element whereby light from
id source may pass upwardly through the interiorly dis-
»sed light-transmissive portion of said panel element, and
second member freely movable at random over the top
rface of said panel element, said second member having
tht-transmissive properties and having a plurality of dis-
ete indicia thereon, whereby when said second member
positioned over the light-transmissive interiorly disposed
irtion of said first member panel element an indicia-
aring portion of said second member will be visibly
uminated and thereby distinguished from the other in-
cia-bearing portions of said second member to reveal
least a portion of the message being sought.
2. An amusement device for revealing mediumistic mes-
ges comprising in combination, a first member includ-
z a horizontally disposed panel element having a sub-
intially planar top surface and provided with an aper-
re through which visible light may pass from one side
said panel element to the other, a light source posi-
ned below said panel element whereby light from said
arce may pass upwardly through the aperture in said
nel element, and a second member freely movable at
adom over the top surface of said panel, said second
:mber being light-transmissive and having a plurality of
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discrete indicia thereon, the relative sizes of said aperture
in said panel element and of each indicia on said second
member being such that only one of said indicia may be
fully illuminated at a time by the light passing through
said aperture, whereby when said second member is
moved to and stopped in a position over said aperture an
indicia-bearing portion thereof may be visibly illuminated
and thereby distinguished from the other indicia-bearing
portions of said second member to reveal at least a por-
tion of the message being sought.

3. The structure of claim 2 wherein said aperture is
disposed centrally of said panel element.

4. The structure of claim 2 wherein the indicia on said
second member are less transmissive of visible light than
the surrounding portions of said second member.

5. The structure of claim 4 wherein said second mem-
ber is a thin substantially flat translucent disk.

6. The structure of claim 2 wherein the indicia of the
second member are more transmissive of visible light than
the surrounding portions of said second member.

7. The structure of claim 2 wherein said second mem-
ber is translucent.
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